Minutes MCCH Council Meeting

February 3, 2004

Members Present: Brenda Bishop, Teresa Stephenson, Francisia Madrid, Nathan Wallace, Cleo Baker, Alan Angel, Noreen Hendrickson, Mary Ann Dominguez, Sue Best, Edna Clary, Doris Hight, Jessie Robinson, Gail Cook, Gene Black, Dee Reed and Hoyt Skabelund

Staff Present: Alida Brown

       Guests Present: Susan Zamora

The meeting was called to order by Jesse Robinson at 11:45 a.m.  Everyone introduced himself or herself.  Francisia Madrid was appointed as timekeeper.

Susan Zamora gave a presentation on Early Head Start.  The program is for pregnant moms and babies through age 3.  They hope to begin childcare services on February 17, 2004.  Enrollees have the option of a center-based program or home-based program.  They have 3 classrooms in which children are assigned based on age.  Income is only considered at the enrollment.  Once eligible a child can stay in the program to age 3.  The center-based program provides childcare and a family partnership program.  The home-based program links parents to services.  Childcare is free for those who qualify and includes formula and diapers.  The income eligibility is 100% of poverty.  If the legislation passes it, it will move to 135% of poverty.  Currently they are funded in Tucumcari for 19 slots, they have licensed space for 22.  The ratio is 1 adult to 4 kids with a maximum of 8 kids per room.  They have 4 slots in the Tucumcari Center for infants, 6 younger toddler, and 8 older toddler slots.  They have 40 income eligible people on the waiting list.

Jesse asked for approval of the minutes.  Noreen moved to approve the minutes as mailed out.  Alan seconded the motion and it passed.

Coordinators Report:

Alida reported that there is an opportunity to join with several other MCH counties to write a proposal to Children, Youth, and Families to fund Home Visits and Infant Mental Health Services in rural communities.  Noreen moved to proceed with this endeavor.  Gail seconded the motion and it passed.

Committee Reports:

School-based Program Funding Committee – Jessie reported that the committee and executive committee held a meeting with the school superintendents.  Only one superintendent showed up, Carolyn Franklin from Logan.  She needs regular nursing services and not case management or mental health.  We agreed to forward to her any RFPs that would cover these services.

Funding Action Committee – Alida reported that “Rock the Roundhouse” was successful.  Noreen, Gail, and our County Commissioners were there as well as our state representative and senator.  The attitude seemed favorable at the Roundhouse for additional line item money for MCH.

Plan B Funding – Alida reported that she and Noreen are looking at CYFD for funding to support and coordinate the Substance Abuse Committee.

Teen Pregnancy – Alida reported that the committee is currently looking at the kids and the systems that address teen pregnancy.  They are flowcharting the teen’s decision-making process to have sex.  In an effort to determine the number of young families residing in Quay County, WIC was asked to provide data on their clientele.  The first report indicated 11 WIC participants are 17 yrs.  and younger (Sept., Oct., Nov, 2003).

Nutrition and Fitness – Brenda reported on the progress toward the breakfast for Middle School goal.  They are currently encouraging the staff to complete the application for Federal money.  They are working on a campaign for Quay County on the Move, which will launch in April.  They are working on community awareness around the issue of obesity with bi-monthly newspaper articles.

Wellness Fair – Alida reported that the Fair will be May 8, 2004.  A few classes and activities have already been confirmed.  We need members to request donations to cover the cost of printing.  We need members to volunteer to help at the Fair.  The hospital is a co-sponsor and will be conducting many screenings.  We learned that we are already too late to get the eye van.  Dee has arranged to have the Department of Health van here to perform screenings that require privacy.  The state police agreed to help with fingerprinting the children.  Hoyt said the hospital is checking into offering Nutritional Counseling.  Alan said TeamBuilders is working on a stress management screening tool.  The next meeting will be Friday, February 13, 2004 at noon at the Extension Office.

Under New Business:

Environmental Amendment – Alida reported that the contract from the State in just now in the process of being signed.  The public event we agreed to do must be completed by February 15th according to the contract.  She and Jay attended the training and were very disappointed as they did not get much information on how to conduct a Environmental Health Public Forum.  We just found out that we will not be provided with a questionnaire or guidelines for the public meeting as was mentioned in the RFP as something that would be provided.  After a brief discussion it was the consensus of the group that the contract did not allow a doable timeline and we would pass on this contract.  Alida was asked to write a letter explaining why.

Reapplication – Alida reported that currently funded councils will only need to reapply and the current expected funding will only support one committee and will require members to attend 6 trainings.  The application will be due in mid-April.  At this point, we can apply for $32,000.00.

Community Health Improvement Process Survey – Alida passed out the surveys and asked each of us to complete it.

Member Announcements:

· Noreen reported that the substance abuse committee will be meeting with the superintendents and teachers next week.

· Brenda announced the Diabetes Cooking School, which will be held at the end of the month.

The next meeting will be March 2 from 11:30 to 1:00 at Zero Gravity.

The meeting was adjourned by general consent.

Respectfully Submitted,

Brenda Bishop, Secretary

